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History of North Carolina. By Samuel A'Court Ashe. In two 
volumes. Volume I., from 158410 1783. (Greensboro, N. C. : 
Charles L. Van Noppen. 1908. Pp. xxiv, 724.) 
Captain Samuel A. Ashe, editor of the leading Democratic news- 
paper in North Carolina in the days of stalwart ascendancy in the party, 
has in recent years devoted himself to historical effort; and the first 
tangible result is the present volume. It is a clear piece of narrative, 
carefully constructed from the original sources, rather strong in its 
accounts of personal incidents, and weaker in discussions of social insti- 
tutions. For example, the treatment of Sir Walter Raleigh's colony is 
full and generally satisfactory, and the same can be said of the narra- 
tives of such incidents as the Tuscarora War, the regulator troubles and 
the Stamp Act affair. But no student of history will be satisfied with 
the perfunctory description of taxation (p. 392), indented service and 
slavery (p. 394) and the scant mention of paper currency. In fact, 
Captain Ashe is not a philosophical historian. Even in his accounts of 
larger incidents there is very little attempt to explain their connection 
with the remainder of the narrative. So little are social and economic 
conditions esteemed that in this book of seven hundred and twenty-four 
pages only nineteen are given to them; and there is no connected study 
of political institutions. The order is monotonously chronological, but 
a liberal use of subheads tends to overcome the difficulty which would 
naturally follow. Generally speaking this is our best history of North 
Carolina in the period covered, and it is better than many other state 
histories, but it falls short of being a satisfactory work and leaves the 
task still to be performed by a student better trained in general history 
and with a better sense of historical forces. 

The most praiseworthy feature of the book, and that by which it 
will perhaps be best remembered, is the fact that it is our first general 
history since 1819 to reject the claims of the Mecklenburg Declaration. 
The recent exhaustive works of Hoyt and Salley, together with the quiet 
efforts of a number of teachers and scholars residing in North Carolina, 
have made it impossible for a serious historian to accept the older view. 
Captain Ashe meets the situation frankly; he repudiates the twentieth 
of May resolves but clings a little more closely to those of the thirty- 
first, as though he would merely shift the basis of state pride. But his 
course is worthy of all commendation ; for it takes some courage to criti- 
cize the Mecklenburg myth in North Carolina. A similar spirit of fair- 
ness is shown in dealing with the " Lost Colony " myth. He very prop- 
erly finds that no reliable evidence exists to show what became of 
Raleigh's unhappy colonists and relegates to oblivion the fancy that they 
exist to-day in a group of mixed-blooded persons known as "the 
Croatans ". 

The excellent manner in which the book is printed and bound is 
creditable to the North Carolina publisher who has given it to the public. 
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It has seven maps and many other illustrations, among them a hand- 
somely engraved portrait of the author. 

John Spencer Bassett. 

A History of Missouri, from the Earliest Explorations and Settle- 
ments until the Admission of the State into the Union, By 
Louis Houck. In three volumes. (Chicago: R. R. Donnelley 
and Sons Company. 1908. Pp. xviii, 404; viii, 418; x, 380.) 
The appearance of a comprehensive history of Missouri during the 
provincial and territorial periods will be most welcome to all students 
of the history of the West. The only important general works in this 
neglected field, Billon's Annals of St. Louis, Scharf's History of St. 
Louis, and Sheppard's Early History of St. Louis, are local in character. 
Mr. Houck brings to his pioneer undertaking unlimited patience and 
enthusiasm, means to gather material from the very scattered sources, 
and an intimate personal knowledge of the hitherto neglected south- 
eastern section. 

After an opening chapter on boundaries and natural conditions, the 
history begins with the mound-builders, the early Spanish and French 
explorations of the Mississippi Valley, the Kaskaskia settlement, and 
the exploration of the Missouri and the " Mineral District " on the 
Maramec. Apart from some possible criticism as to proportion, this 
portion is painstaking and adequate, although the identification of De 
Soto's line of march in Missouri will hardly be accepted without question. 
For the Spanish period, Mr. Houck presents a wealth of new material. 
Extensive extracts are given in translation from the letters of instruc- 
tions, reports, etc., of the lieutenant-governors, from the Spanish archives 
at Seville, and many points are made clear in the tortuous and vacillating 
policy of the Spaniards. A more detailed discussion of the English 
attack on Kaskaskia and St. Louis in 1780 and the curious expedition 
against St. Joseph in 1781 would have been welcome. A later chapter 
deals with the very elementary form of government under the Spanish. 
The special studies of the five local centres of settlement, St. Genevieve, 
St. Louis, New Madrid, St. Charles, and Cape Girardeau are by far the 
most valuable part of the whole work. The local records, which Mr. 
Houck himself has done so much to preserve, the extensive land records 
at Jefferson City, and the numerous collections of private papers in the 
Missouri Historical Society and in private hands, have all been used 
with patience and discrimination. The importance of the lead mines 
and the early settlement of the Southeast, the close connection with 
Kaskaskia and Vincennes, the full details of General Morgan's unsuc- 
cessful colony at New Madrid, the influence of the westward movement 
of the Americans are but a few of the important contributions, apart 
from the mass of more local information. With the valuable chapters 
on social and economic conditions these studies are the first real history 
of the Spanish period. 



